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Abstract

Sport as a social and cultural phenomenon has been widely
acclaimed for its integrative virtues. Physical and sport activity,
either competitive or recreational, has been attributed integra-
tive values that allow for an increase in social status, an argu-
ment that is partly justified by the success of players with im-
migrant backgrounds in professional sports. On the other hand,
associations, especially those generated by the immigrant
community, also use sports organization as a form of solidarity
and assertion of identity. The objective of this dissertation is
to analyze the formulation of the sports programs at the politi-
cal and associative level in the neighborhoods with the highest
presence of young immigrants and/or second-generation immi-
grants in Paris and Madrid aimed at their sociocultural inte-
gration, and to analyze the implementation of these initiatives.
The data-collection method consisted in holding 72 in-depth
interviews at several levels of political responsibility and types
of social entities, as well as a document analysis of institutional
and associative sources. The results show differences between
the approach and execution of initiatives conditioned by the in-
tegration model in each context (republican model’s opposition
to community-based sport in Paris) and by the economic crisis
(fragility of the programs because of budget and public funding
cutbacks in Madrid). The conclusions of this dissertation seek
to further explore the true contribution of sport to social and
cultural integration of immigrant youths and, by extension, to
culturally plural societies.
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Resum

L'esport com a fenomen social i cultural ha estat ampliament
reivindicat per les seves virtuts integradores. A I'activitat fisico-
esportiva, ja sigui de competicié o recreativa, se li han atribu-
it uns valors integradors que permetrien un ascens d’estatus
social, argument justificat en part pels exits de jugadors d’ori-
gen immigrant en I'esport professional. D’altra banda, el teixit
associatiu, i especialment el generat per la comunitat migrant,
també utilitza I'organitzacié esportiva com a forma de solidari-
tat i reivindicacié identitaria. Lobjectiu de la tesi és analitzar la
formulacié dels programes esportius formulats a nivell politic i
associatiu als barris amb major preséncia de joves immigrants
i/o de segona generaci6 de Paris i Madrid destinades a la seva
integracié sociocultural i analitzar la implementacié d’aquestes
iniciatives. EI metode de recollida de dades va consistir en la
realitzacié de 72 entrevistes en profunditat a diversos nivells de
responsabilitat politica i de tipologia d’entitats socials, aixi com
I'analisi documental de fonts institucionals i associatives. Els
resultats mostren diferéncies entre el plantejament i I'execucid
de les iniciatives condicionades pel model d’integracié de cada
context (oposicié del model republica a Paris a I'esport comuni-
tari) i per la situaci6 de crisi economica (fragilitat dels programes
per la retallada pressupostaria i subvencions en el context ma-
drileny). Les conclusions d’aquesta tesi busquen aprofundir en
la veritable contribucié de I'esport a la integracié social i cultural
dels joves d’origen immigrant, i per extensio, a les societats cul-
turalment plurals.
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